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of that Constitution which is a counterpart of 
the noblest production of the mind of man. 
How I liavo performed this task is not for 
me to determine. But I assure all Canada, 
that there is not an individual within her 
bounds who is more ardently attached to her 
interests, or more zealously devoted to hex 
rights and liberties. 1 have no motive for 
being otherwise disposed. I have broke in 
upou private engagements, and disturbed the 
repose and even tenor of doniestick life for 
the sake of my Country. To the best of my 
abilities, I have warned that country of its 
danger ; and it only remains for me to pray 
for its welfare. 

' I adoiicihat, in doing so, I have made use 
of strong language on various occasions, and 
towards several individuals. But how is in- 
solence lobe checked, and public eriraes pu- 
nished, but through the medium of persons ? 
Like the assassin and the highway robber, 
they are themselves alone to blame who have 
become obnoxious to publick censure. If I 
have assumed to myself the scales or the 
sword of justice, it is because my country has 
called me to an oQicc as yet unoccupied by 
an abler man. Therefore, sentences 
which I have given, are not the decisions of 
a frenzied imagination, nor of an arbitrary 
and vindictive lieart; but the plain dictates 
of reason, and the imperative voice of 
the law. 1 am, or, at least, ought not to be, 
no more obuox.ious to odium or personal 
malignity, than theermined Judge who pro- 
nounces doom on the most abandoned male- 
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factor. I have not gone in search of vic- 
tims to offcniled justice. They have volun- 
tarily presented themselves before me at the 
barofpublick responsibility. 

I am not a stranger to the cant which has 
of late become so fashionable witli respect to 
strong language; but nothing, be it ever so 
popular, will overdrive me out of my course, 
if itioterfere with the principles of true honor 
or the salvation of my country. J have ac- 
cordingly used the language which I conceiv- 
ed most applicable to the nature of the work; 
and I feel no compunction for having done so. 

Should the Criticks deign to notice this 
humhlo production, i beg leav^caiid idly to 
inform that thougfiT 'PPSpefi ihoir 

ingenuity, 1 entertain but little dread of their 
ilhiaiure. I have declared towards the con- 
clusion of the volume, that I wrote neither for 
fame uor profit. 1 therefore hold myself a- 
raeuahle to no tribunal whatever, save the 
judgment-seat of patriotism and true love of 
British liberty and justice. This is the only 
tribunal that I shall ever respect as a public 
writer ; and to noueelse shall 1 ever bow with 
submission. 

Upon the vidiole, J am not without my 
hopes but this work will produce some good 
eftects, eveu in a country where there is but 
little public opinion, and where the influence 
of the press itself is but feeble and instable. 
I shall therefore conclude in the words of 
Junius : — When Kings and Ministers are 
forgotten, when the force and direction of 
personal satire is no longer understood, and 
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thcclissoluliou O viewed, aud whatever 

'}*'”* roTtmOortauco may liave been attached 
‘^o‘\he ca. >0 of that dissolution, and the unpa- 
ralleled situation of this Province in general, t 
was impossihlc to look foiward to the meet- 
iiiz of a new P.irliament otherwise than with 
‘'r^pectahons of the deepest and -veiU 

iiuerest In truth, the history of this lio 
Ttnce fertile tW of mcig(Uitfjcalcu> 

litod to rouse the feelings aud c-Kcite tlio prC- 
udiccs of a mixed and unharmonizing popu- 
lation, never presented a period winch can he 

compared to the present, cither as to the mag- 
nitude of the prize at stake, or the dangers 
which beset either its attainment or final a- 
haniloninent. It was, therefore, with feelings 
of no ordinary satisfaction that we beheld e- 
ven the most indifferent to 

inz forth with an eye of eager tffixiffy to the 
twtnlkth of NWmRrr, the day appointed by 
his Excellency the Governor iii Chief lot 
inoctiug tho Provincial Pai lament. H tho 
result lias unhappily been found to disap- 
point tho real friends of the Country, there 
Ltill remains behind the pleasing consolation, 
that, in a government like ours, the nati 
inherent powers of tho constitution are sii^^ 
cieutly sound and healthful to withstand 
whatever attacks may he made upon them 
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either from foreign force or internal corrup- 
tion. 

^ T.Iie style and form of opening our Provin- 
cial Parliaments! must be familiar to every 
one; but as it is our intention to preserve 
some record of the one which has just been 
congregated, and Xo make such remarks 
now and hereafter as its proceedings may 
justify, and the situ<ation of the country piay 
require, we shall give a concise but connect 
detail of the proceedings attending the open- 
ing of the first, and we fear the last, session 
of the Thirteenth Provincial Parliament of 
Lower Canada. 

The 2 Hh of Nov. being the day appointed 
for this purpose, the Governor in Chief went 
down in state to the Legislative Council 
Chamber, and being seated on the Throne, 
the gentleman Usher of the Black Rod was 
ordered to desire the attendance of the house 
of Assembly; and that house being come up, 
the honorable Speaker of the Legislative 
Council informed them, that he was com- 
manded by his Excellency to say, that he did 
not think it fit to declare tho cause of sum- 
naoningthis Provincial Parliament until there 
should be a Speaker of the' house of Assem- 
bly ; and that it was, therefore, his Excel- 
lency’s pleasure, that they should repair to 
the place where their sittings were usually 
held, and there make choice of a fit person to 
bo their Speaker, and to present the person 
who should be so chosen to his Excellency 
in that house, the next day at 2 o’clock, for 
his approbation. At the time appointed, 



n 

his KxccUency again went down to the 
Lcgislativa Council Chamber, and being 
seated on the Throne, and the Members of 
tl.e Assembly being in attendance below the 
Bar, Louis Joseph Papiueau, Speaker elect, 
announced that the choice of the Assembly 
had Mien upon him. The usual terms ot 
this annunciation we believe to be as fol- 

y/au it phase your Excelhncy, 

» III obedience to your Excellency’s com- 
mands, the house of Assembly of the Province 
of Lower Canada, have proceeded to the 
election of a Speaker, and 1 am the pei^on 
upon whom has fatten the honour of their 

clioice. , r ^ 

“ The extent and importance ot the du- 
ties atlacbcd to that exalted station being 
far above my powers, and my zeal, however 
ardent, not sufficiently compensating for my 
incapacity, / most respectfully implore the ex- 
cuse and commands of your Excellency. ^ 

On Mr. Papineau's pronouncing this ha- 
rangue, the bon. Speaker of the Legislative 
Council answered as follows : 

Mr. Papbiemt. and gentlemen of the Assembly, 
** T am commanded by his Lxcellency the 
Governor in Chief to inform you that his Ex- 
cellency doth not approve the choice wliich 
the Assembly have made ot a Speaker, and 
in his Majesty’s name his Excellency doth 
accordingly now disallow and discharge the 
said choice. 

“And it is his Excellency’s pleasure that 
you gentlemen of the Assembly do forthwith 






again repair to the place where the sittings 
of the Assembly are usually held, and there 
make choice of another persou to be your 
Speaker — and that you present the person 
who shall be so chosen to his Excellency in 
this House on Friday next at 2 o’clock for 
his approbation. 

“And I am further directed by his Excel- 
lency to inform you, that as soon as a Spea- 
ker of the Assembly has been chosen with the 
approbation of the Crown, his Excellency 
will lay before the Provincial Parliament 
certain communications upon the present 
state of this Province, which by his Majes- 
ty’s express command he has been directed 
to make known to them.” 

Though this is the first instance in this 
Province, and, with the exception of one in 
Nova Scotia in 1806,* the first in British Arner- 
ica^ as at present constituted, of the exercise 
of this particular prerogative of the Crown ; 
yet, neither the Country, nor the house of 
Assembly, nor Mr. Papineau himself, beheld 
such an event cither unanticipated or with 
surprise. It is true that, with reference to 
the long subsisting and daily increasing Legis- 
lative difficulties of this Province — ^e pub- 
lic misery and domestic heartburnings in 
which it has for years been involved — the 
necessity which has now' become absolute of 
adopting some effectual plan for preserving 
the integrity of the Province — and the gene- 
ral hope entertained that the deliberations of 



* See Appendix No. I. 
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the now Assembly would lead to some- 
fiual adjustineut of our present most unnatu- 
ral and destructive dilemma, induced many 
well-disposed persons to lliiuk, that with 
whatever justice tlie prerogative of negntivo 
upon the Speaker of the house of Assembly 

mizhtbe exercised in referreuce to air. I a- 

piuoau, in the event of his being elected, the 
rudeness of the man himself, and the vain 
and insolent folly of his friends in the Assem- 
bly, miglit once more be passed over in si- 
lence as the eftervescence of over-acted party 
zeal, in order to come as speedily as possible 
to some point of adjustment of our protrac- 
ted dillicultics.^ Uut there are others, and 
wo cahdidTy^cohfess ouf§^lv>'s to be one of 
the number, who, witnessing with disgust 
and abhorrence that tissue of loathsomo 
defamation, vulgar abuse, mean insolence, 
daring libel, seditious menace, and black- 
guard scurrility, with which the Government 
of this Province, and especially the distin- 
guished iudividual who represents his Majes- 
ty in it, have been incessantly assailed tor 
some time back, by a party and a set of low 
unprincipled scribblers, of whom Mr. Papi- 
neau has become tliehoatl leader, and orgtin, 
came, ivithout hesitation to the conclusion, 
that, not only would the dignity of Majesty 
itself be compromised, but the very source ot 
honour sullied, and of justice corrupted, if 
oue of those legal checks, so wisely |>rescri- 
bed by the constitulion, wore not at the pro- 
per time put iu force against an individual 
when exalted to a situation which brought 
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him ia immediate contact with the objects of 
his abuse and slander. It was, tbe4*efore, 
with the most unfeigned and heart-cheering 
satisfaction that this respectable and stable 
majority of all that is sound and healthful in 
the political constitution of the country, be- 
held the exercise of a prerogative which, 
however much it may be despised, contem- 
ned and rejected by those whose ambition it 
curbs, or whose insolence it destroys, is one 
of the most sacred and unimpaired of all the 
rights and privileges entrusted by the Consti- 
tution to the King's prudence and discretion. 
The thanks of the country arc duo to his Excel- 
lency for the manly and decisive manner in 
which he exercised the prerogative in question, 
and for that calm tone of dignity and self-pos- 
session with which he placed himself between 
theCrown and one of the most bloated and 
destructive inroads upon government and the 
constitution that ever was devised in a ilritisii 
Colony. V\e have no doubt but the appro- 
bation of the Imperial Government and of 
the Mother Country at large, by whom the 
rights of King and people are better under- 
stood and more liberally interpreted than by 
a certain class of persons in this Province, 
W’aits so honest and faithful a public servant. 

As to the Speaker elect, it is very evident, 
that, however much ho may have endeavour- 
ed on this trying occasion to quell the tu- 
multuous emotions which arose in his soul, 
and to conceal from himself the despicable 
and degrading figure which be cut in the eyo 
of his country, he felt the full force of his 



fallen condition. The scene was indeed a 
mosthambling one ; and such as no man of 
honor, virtue, or true patriolisin, 

^^ishiobe placed in. But perhaps we do 
not say too much when we assert, that it was 
an elementcongcnial to the 
disposition of Mr. Papineau. 
certain, if we may.iudge from 
duct, in which we have never been able to 
discover any thing bordering on what is 
either great or dignified, that the more he 
embroils himself with the constituted autho- 
rities of the country, and the deeper he in- 
volves himself in the vain and fruitless at- 
tempt to elevate himsel^y the degradation 
of bis ben^,1^e morefiil s6lf-complacency 
gets the better of his judgment, and the lower 
he sinks in the opinion of those who can 
forma proper estimate of the dignity of hu- 
man nature. There he stood, however, 
under the contemptuous but well-rneritted 
ban of his Sovereign, a scathed and misera- 
ble monument of indiscretions and follies, it 
not of political crimes w hich, for the honour of 
our country and mankind, w e would fain con- 
ceal, but which, for the sake of truth and 
justice, it is our duty and intention to make 
as public as the risiug and setting of the sun. 
Por the present, how'ever, we shall content 
ourselves with the enumeration of such of 
them as we conceive to have been a well- 
grounded reason for denying to him the ap- 
probation of his Majesty as Speaker of the 
house of Assembly during the present Parlia- 
ment. 
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Wc shall say nothing of Mr. Papineau’s 
anti-British prejudices — of his natural and a- 
vowed antipathy to British customs, manners, 
language, laws and government ; neither 
shall we trace him into thoso dark and retired 
circles where his influence is most felt, and 
his fiat more readily obeyed. His public 
acts are sufficient for our present purpose. 
Is there then any man in the country who 
does not know, that Mr. Papineau, inherit- 
ing from a long line of ancestry, which he 
himself and his ready scribes and flattering 
satellites throughout the country describe 
as having been nohhy but which no indi- 
vidual living can trace beyond the limits of 
Dr. Johnsou*s forefathers, which, notwith- 
standing all his learning, he admitted he 
could not do beyond his grandfather, all 
the prejudices and antipathies natural to so 
obscure an origin, has many years since for- 
med and put himself at the head of a party 
whose sole object it is to create such a dis- 
tinction between his Majesty’s old and new 
subjects in this Province, as will pave the 
way, if not to their ultimate separation, at 
least to such a state of things as will place in 
the hands of the party in c^^uestion the entire 
management and administration of public 
affairs? With this disgraceful project before 
his eyes, which could scarcely excite the am- 
bition of a Canibal CafTre Chief, he has never 
ceased, since he has become a public character, 
to pour forth, by means of declamation, as 
tumid as it is insidious aud irrational, the 
most dangerous doctrines that can possibly 
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bo listened to in a Province like this, com- 
posed, as it unfortunately is, of a population 
much divided in political opinions, and the 
majority of ^vhieh is in a high and alarming 
degree inflamable when the brand of com- 
motion is applied by a hand whose com- 
munity of birth, language, and manners, is 
tantamount to the imperative voice of legal 
authority. Few countries, however peace- 
ful and iiappyt but are cursed and disgraced 
I by characters of this description ; but in no 
country that we know of is the evil likely to 
produce such destructive and desolating con- 
sequences as in Lower Canada,if not chec- 
ked an d absolui £ly-pm dC3vn in proper time. 
ijeneraTTyTpeakmg, the DernWJofbes of Eu- 
rope act on their own insolated responsibili- 
ty until their projects are ripe for action, and 
derive no other authority from law or other 
public institutions than is the birthright of 
every member of the community. In this 
Province, however, the case is very different. 
Here, from the peculiar construction of socie- 
ty, our Demagogues, and they are neither 
few nor small, are also our Legislators ! Our 
chief Demagogue has been Speaker of the 
house of Assembly for six successive Parlia- 
ments It is thus that the poor Canadians 
are deceived. — Their simplicity and ignor- 
ance are so great, that they believe Mr. Pa- 
pineau and his bandits to be acting under 
public authority, and with the express ap- 
% probation of a constitutional government. — 
None need be told how propitious and ad- 
vantageous such a state of things must be for 
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carrying on the machinations of the party 
opposed to government and headed by Mr. 
Papiueau ; nor how dextrous these gentle- 
men are on all occasions, in availing them- 
selves of it. Even the journals of the house 
of Assembly bear witness to the insolence of 
this party, and of Mr. Papineau in particu- 
lar, in defaming and libelling the most neces- 
sary and legal acts of goveinraent ; and it is 
equally his disgrace that the walls of Par- 
liament have re-echoed times without num- 
ber declamation the most personally abusive 
of the noble and exalted individual who 
at present administers the government of the 
Province. Many proofs might be given ia 
support of this assertion ; but we deem it suf- 
ficient at present to refer the reader back to 
some debates which took place in the house 
of Assembly in the Session of 1825, when 
the Governor in Chief was in England, and 
with regard to whom expressions are said to 
have been made use of which would disgrace 
the lowest pot-house in Quebec. The reso- 
lutions passed last year in the Assembly, 
with respect to supplies and despatches^ bear 
ample testimony to the contempt with which 
Mr. Papineau and hisg;ang have ever been 
disposed to treat the constitutional communi- 
cations emanating from the present bead of 
the Provincial government. 

Out of Parliament, the conduct of Mr. Pa- 
pineau has been equally glaring and uncon- 
stitutional. No sooner was the last Parlia- 
ment prorogued, than he published a Mani~ 
festoj breathing not only revenge and defi* 
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ance to the Governor in Chief personally, but 
teeming with a tissue of the grossest prevari- 
cation and the foulest abuse that ever fell from 
the tongue or the pen of any individual of tlio 
least pretensions to education or genteel so- 
ciety. In that well known production, pub- 
lished in the face of all the laws of decency, 
and every principle of a coustitut.onal go- 
vernment like ours, and rendered eternally 
infamous by the tvell-appl.ed castigation of 
our friend, a fellow lahourcr. Delta, iMr. ra- 
pineau not only charges his Excellency wita 
altering what was false, in his proroguing 
speech, hut the King himself, and the imperi- 
al government, with having confirmed 
sanctioned an act granting supplies in 
which they bad been actually disallowed 
and disapproved of in Council! 

l*ut there are a few more items in our ac- 
count against Mr. Papineau. Fearing, as ho 
had just cause to do, that his owu Manifisto 
wc- dd not have the eftect of rousing what his 
Chief Scribe at Montreal calls the ^^slumhering 
energies of the country,'" he prepared a num- 
ber of resolutions, disapproving of thlJ proro- 
ga:ionofihe late Parliament gene- 

ral conduct of the (.’overnor in Chief, whicli 
he circulated to his numerous emissaries 
throughout the province ; begging of them 
not to lose a moment in calling public meet- 
ings to adopt these ready made declarations 
of his owu and his party’s purity, to the 
utter disgrace of the Governor — not the go- 
vernment. In a few places, where the time 
and the vanity of the people exceeded their 
2 
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good sense, this brand of discord took effect ; 
but to the honour of the people in genei*al, 
and the consternation of Mr. Papineau, this 
77if^//od of ein broiling the country in an open 
rupture with the government that protected 
its rights and independence, did not succeed. 
For a time Mr. Papineau was left to his own 
resources; and, in justice to his zeal and ac- 
tivit> in the cause of anarchy, it must be ad- 
mitted, that he made the best possible use of 
them. His address and speeches to the e- 
lectors of Montreal may be placed in com- 
petition with the most chaste and eloquent 
productions of Hunt and Cobbet, for awaken- 
ing the people to a sense of their degradation 
undm- ^e present system of things, and in 
inducing them to throw aside that respect, at- 
tachment, and gratitude, w’hich they owe to 
the government under which they live, and, 
wo have no hesitation to add, live contented 
and happily too, in despite of Mr. Papineau 
and his loathsome popular harangues. In 
any other country but this, the Husting 
harangues of this man would degrade the 
"ho uttered them far beneath 
those venders of e^qucnce w hich we so fre- 
quently find congregated amidst the haunts 

ol the weaving and cobbling politicians of 
the manufacturing towns of England. They 
did- not contain a single patriotic sentiment, 
nor one passage worthy of rehearsal by tho 
lowest and most ignorant blockhead that 
stood gaping at their utterance, if we except, 
and except them we must, in such an inquiry 
as the present, those sublime passages which 
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heaped such a depth of odium and disgrace 
OQ the admiuinistrator of tlie proviuciiil go- 
vernment. As to the address of thanks, it is 
one of the most tilings >ve have ever 

perused. There it stands before us as copied 
into the Canadian Couranty confirmatory, to 
use its own words, of “ the sentence of cojid. mn- 
nation which has been already passed by the 
whole country from end to end against the 
claim of the Executive and the disgrace 
equally of the author and those to w'hoin it is 
addressed. 

One charge more, and we have done for 
the present with such of Mr. Speaker s elect 
delinquencies as legally debar him from 
being the organ of commnftication w ith his 
Majesty’s representative in cither or any 
branch of the legislative body. There are 
three newspapers published in Montreal, 
which we scorn to name, as they are utterly 
beneath even the roost contemptuous regard. 
It is the sole business of these journals to 
belch forth every species of abuse and defama- 
tion that w'ords are capable of conveying 
against his Excellency the Governor in Chiet 
of this province, in his public as W'ell as in his 
private conduct and character. As a proof 
of their outrageous and insolent conduct, the 
authois of one and all of them have been 
lately presented by the Grand Jury of the 
District which they contaminate with their 
scandalous vulgarity for libels upon the most 
sacred institutions of civil society. Mr. Pa- 
pineau is the chief patron and supporter of 
all those journals ! ! Need tve say any more? 
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Who now, we boldly ask, will dare to 

blame the Governor in Chief for reluming to 
convoy l)is Majesty’s approbation ol the 
choice made by the Aesseinbly of Mr. Papi- 
neau as their Speaker.^ If there be any 
such, let them take their stand with Mr. Pa- 
piueau and his colleagues, for it is high time 
that the people of tliis Province should rank 
themselves for or against the constitution, 
that the good may be distinguished from the 
bad, that the loyal may he known from the 
disloyal, and true Britons, known from their 
enemies. 

It is evident that the members of the lion so 
of Assembly, upon the refusal t)f the Govern- 
or to sanction the man of their election as 
prolocutor, departed to their own apartment 
under feelings of high and unusual irritation, 
and of this we desire no better proof than the 
tumultuous and disorderly manner in >\hich 
they conducted their proceedings ou arriving 
at their usual arena of del>ate. Their exit • 
from the Legislative Council (vhamher might 
not inaptly he compared to a pack of tarriers 
just unkenneled with their leashes ready to 
be slipped for the purpose of beginning the 
sports of the day, but who had been iu an 
unauspicious moment countermanded by 
their Lord, and sent hack to their den how- 
ling with rago and disappointment. And 
there we leave them for the present, intend- 
ing, before we proceed to the investigation of 
their ulterior conduct, to consider the b. sis 
upon which the prerogative of ihecrow'n was 






founded and exercised upon the present oc- 
casion. 

Before doing so, however, we may be per- 
mitted to state, as a piece of antiquarian 
lore, that authors are not agreed either as to 
the period when the Speaker first appeared 
in the house of Commons, or the iutlividual 
who first filled that important and distinguish- 
ed situation. This office, like the constitu- 
tion itself, dawned upon mankind amidst 
those clouds of feudal barbarism w hich still 
hung heavily over England even towards the 
middle of the thirteenth century ; and when, 
like the Astronomy of the Chaldeans, though 
there might be many to study and admire, 
there was no hand to record so ihvaluahlo a 
privilege. It is peremptorily slated in the 
Parliamentary history, that Sir Peter dole 
J\lare, Knight of the Shire of Herefordshire, 
who was chosen Speaker in the first Parlia- 
ment of Richard II. is the first Speaker on 
record. Yet, upon the authority of the 51st 
of Edward 111. 1376, a year before his death 
and the accession of his grandson, Richard 
II. it appears, that Sir Thomas Hungerford, 
is mentioned on the last day of the Parlia- 
ment as being Speaker of the house of Com- 
mons : The words of the Roll are, ‘Qj avoit 
Its Paroles pur Ics Communes d' Engleierrt en 
cest Parlement.*^ In the discussion of this 
point, it seems, however, to be forgotten, 
that in presenting a petition to Edward III, 
to remove from his person the celebrated 
Alice Pierce, the favorite of his dotage, and 
others, Sir Peter de la Mare appeared as 



